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inteot from the enemy two of our bgt-
l‘! = 1eries of medium » which were
;7 premptly put into action against the
4 ) enemy. 2
y Foe Repulsed at Candelu.
the Piave the struggle con-
i .in some sectors. ast of
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FOE DEFINT
* DEFEATED, SAYS
PREMIER OF ITALY

Italian Counter Attacks and
Rising of River Wreck
Austrian Hopes.

ENEMY DRIVEN BACK
ON MONTELLO PLATEAU

Diaz’s Men Make Gains on Lower
Piave—Invaders Concentrate
« *  in Mountain Regions.

Premier Orlando of Italy has
announced that the Austrians
have been definitely defeated and
that the Italians are victorious.

Fighting on the Piave line ap-
parently is decreasing as the

Austrian offensive enters upon |

| or more persons were killed or injured

: =1
its second week. In the moun {or burned to death.

tains there has been little activ-
ity for several days, but the
Austrians are reported to be
concentrating large bodies of
men_there, presumably for an-
other attempt to push southward
to the Venetian plain.

Wreck Austrian Hopes.

Ttalian resistance and counter attacks
from Montello to- the mouth of the
Piave, aided by the sudden rising of the
river, have played havoc with Austrian
hopes of capturing Montello and domi-
nating the plain. Slowly the enemy on
the  important plateau is being driven
back by the Italians and his efforts at
other points have either been driven
back or repulsed. The fighting on Mon-
tello continues intense.

At the mouth of the Plave the Italtians
have made gains and it is apparent the
Austrians have been unable to capture
the angle between the old Plave and
the Fossetta canal, which they reached
north of Cape Sile. West of Ban Dona

ummmmwhmime
river, the Italians have ven e
claims the repulse

Ry,

RO June ‘22.—The" battle situs-
ot nel red and infantry en-
gagemehts were not résumed during
Friday, says the statement issued last
night te the Itallan parliament by
Premier Orlando. It is now permis-
eiblé to say that the battle has been
won, the premier told the deputies
Friday morn according to the
Tribuna.

ing.

The. Austrians, the premier added,
are now gathering all available men
in ‘ecértain sections of the mountain
front. Only a small part of their re-
serves have been drawn om by the
Italians. . . !

‘Adsts Carry Austrian Food.

ROME, June 21.—Austrian airplanes
were compelled to carry provisions to
thes Austrian troops that succeeded in
crossing the Piave river, and were in |
danger of starving owing to the flood
which ecarried away their pontoon
bridge between Zenson and Musile, ac-

to a dispatch recelved here
temﬂl: D'italia. -

In spite of the dificulties that he is’
encountering, Gen. Wurm, the enemy
commander, is attempting to press on,
but all his efforts are vnfn in the face
of the presented by the
Italian soldiers.

- Anstrian Plan Plainer.

_ "The Austrian plan becomes plainer
and plainer.” says a semi-officlal note
issuad today. “The plaim is to obtaln,
no matter at what pri command of
the Montello, whence they can hurl
forward the division accumulated on
th: laft h&k. n;{ 1.‘11(;..‘l I:I.:.ve.
ontellbuno-Susegana
I‘%ﬂhtﬂt raged all of yes-
oon and night. A short

seotion of the track which the Aus- Froad, I believe.”

triang oa) was covered with the
Iu_f:l o t.h:!{l dead.
tacks follow one another me-
thodically, but slowly on account of
the difficult terrzin and the contin-
& lines, which prevent
both wides from using their artillery
to the full effect. The fine weather is
favorable to aviation operation, and
the Italian airplanes continue to de-
stroy bridges and to direct their ma-
chine guns at a low ailtitude on the
enemy troops.
YA lull that probably is only mo-
IMI:-M continues in the mountain
zon

“At present more than forty enemy |
in the battle |

division» are eng
line, and of these thirty already have
suffered heavily.”

Counter Offensive Superior.

A semi-official note fizsued tonight,
comcerning the Austrian offensive, says:
*“The Italian et:t.lnllhor offensive is ab-
superior to the enemy offensive.
Yesterday in the Montello region and on
“Trevise-8an Don

“Statements of prisoners and th
number of dead oounted on the ﬂe‘l;
show that the Austrians loet heavily in
the day’'s fighting.

Five Heavy Attacks Fail.
*“The Austro-Hungarians launched

statement issued by the Itallan
BRYE:
Montello yesterday the pres-
enemy continued strongly,
w was held by our
ﬁ counter attacking, regained
Advan¢es attampted by the
ﬁ toward west and south ani-
the struggle. particularly east of
Case-Gheller-Bavaria line and In
vicinity of the Nervesa station.
*“The Pisa brigade and the 20th and
regiments, advancing with admira-
ured 400 prisoners and a
ne guns. They wrested

¢

CIRGUS PERSONNEL
NEARLY WIPED OUT
INTRAIN SMASH-UP

From 100 to 150 Hagenbeck-
Wallace Show People
Reported Killed.

FOUR CARS DEMOLISHED;
WOUNDED DIE BY FIRE

Empty Steel Pullmans Crash Into
Filled Sleepers—Accident Near
Michigan City, Ind.

CHICAGO, June 22—The personnel
of the Hagenbeck-Wallace shows is be-
lieved to have been practically wiped
out in a disastrous railroad collision
between Michigan City and Hammond,
Ind., today. '

According to meager details received
at Michigan Central offices, a hundred

Four coaches in
which members of the ecircus were
sleeping were demolished by a rear-
end eollision.

The aceident oceurred at about 4:30
am. It was impossible to obtain wa-
ter. The wreck caught fire and the
fiames burned unchecked.

Perish in Flames.

Daylight was just beginning to
show when the crash came. Those
thrown free from the wreck stood
in their night clothes, helpless, while
their comrades perished in the flames.
Surgeons and nurses were diSpatched
from Chicago, Gary, Hammond, Whit-
ing and other nearby towns.

Among those reported missing are
the Rooney family of bareback rid-
ers, the Meyer family of animal
trainers, the Cottrell family, eques-
triennes; Harry La Pearl, Ed Devore,
Mark Adams and Joe Coyle, clowns.
Heavy loss in dead and injured is said
to have occurred among the ballet of
100 girls.

Halted by Hot Box:

The show was traveling in two sec-
tions of a Michigan Central train go-
ing from Michigan City to Hammond.
At East Ivanhoe a hothox caused the
gecond/ section to etop. A trein of
empty Pullmans, coming to Chicago,
crashed Into l_;[.o?e locomotive plow-
ing it= way through the rear cgr and:
four sleening cosches. The
were taken to hospitals at Hammond
and . <20
A telephone mensage from Gary said
the heavy steel Pullmans crashed
through the lighter circus *cdaches
like s0 much papér. The wreck was
ct;l{'nplete.d

ere and there in the wreckage legs
and arms protruded, and ang testgl—
fied to the suffering of those still
alive. Tralnmaster hipple of the
Michigan Central was on the
and was reported amqng the missing.

Fourteen injured persons from .the
wrecked circus train were taken to
St. Margaret's Hospltal in Hammond,
and it was said that fifty others had
bgg taken to the hospital at Gary.

Ballard, owner of the elreys,
estimated the dead at fifty and the |
1!1“1’11;9.:1‘:; !eventr-ﬂ\‘;e.l A number of |
- orses are believ
perished also. SYaS e Eave

Missing Engineer Blamed.

L. W. Landman, general passe
agent of the Michigan Gean:al. sald ]:.g:{
his only explanation of the wreck was
that f.?; u:::;iﬁ:er of the traln of empty
cars ve been
I.hrrclstﬂ.e. dead at the
“In no other way can I accou
the fact that he ignored all of thonttltg:.l-
danger ::ﬂ"‘l' placed by the circus
train, Mr. Landham. “He ran
past two block signals, two red light
signals and the usual planted
LEITEaR T Tt T o, s
di‘m 2 visible for a long
his engineer is missing. -
formation is that with the umﬁn‘zf
the engineer, whose fate is a mystery,
Egnona on the train of Pullmans
“It will be some time before an accu
list of the dead can be me‘i?ed. I?%:
the worst wreck in the history of the

The large number in the casual
is said to be due to the practice o!t:hlt!.-::
trains of sleeping two persons to a
berth. The coaches were Pullmans of an
obsolete type converted into gaudily
painted show cars.

¢ Dead May Number 150,

GARY, 1L, June 22.—Estimates of
the dead in the Michigan Central
wreck near Ivanhoe statlon vary from
100 to 150. hTe wreck caught fire, de-
stroying many bodies and killihg the
1ndIE1re¢ tptm;zd under the debris.

wenty-six persons were brou
Mercy Hospital, ten to the Garyﬂ('}te;?
E{:Lllg‘?p““‘ t;\lfenty to the Illinois
~ompany Hospital an
Bt. Francis Hnspitsll.‘ S pan

At 10:15 a.m. it was
bodies had been recei
here and that others
way.

sald that forty
ved at morgues
were on their
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Reports Reaching Amsterdam

Movement Develops.

“DOWN WJTH GERMANY”
NOW IS POPULAR CRY

Premier von Seydler on Way fo
Headquarters to Submit Resig-
nation of Cabinet.

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, June 22.—Reports
are current on the Amsterdam
Exchange today that an at-

says a Central News dispatch

are unconfirmed.

According to the Vienna
Neue Freie Presse, during seri-
ous street riots in Vienna the
police and military were called
out and took strict measures.

Admits Great Strike.

According to the Arbeiter Zeitung
of Vienna, a great strike movement
has developed in the Austrian capital,
though its full extent s not known.

The Vienna workers' council, the
newspaper says, has issued a mani-
festo saying it hopes the government

will understand In view of the strike
movement how pecessary it is to in-
crease the food rations.

Guarded by Cavalry.

The Times correspondent at The
Hague is informed through a Dutch
source that the remnants of some
severely tried Austrian regiments ar-
rived in Vienna on the 16th, many of
the men being =slightly “wounded.
These were employed on the 18th to
patrol the city, but their bearing was
such that they were withdrawn the
following day. All public buildings in
Vienna now are guarded by cavalry,
the police heretofore having been able
to disperse such gatherings as oc-
s ‘Times gorrespondent cites infi

‘Fimes ent ci nfor-
mation apparently from Vienna that the
collection of the harvest in Austria, Ger-
m;um Hungury will in the future be

‘a state affair, owing to the fact
that Austria now enters theé new harvest
year without any supplies whatever and
therefore the best possible method of
securing grain must be adopted.

‘Down With Germany” Is Cry.

LONDON, June 21.—New bread riots

rted Thursday night in the Favoriten
and. Brigittenay districts of Vienna and
there are now more than 150,000 muni-
tion workers on strike in the Austrian
capital, says an Exchange Telegraph dis-
patch from Zurich.

An attempt to attack the German em-
bassy in Vienna, according to Vienna
correspondents of Munich newspapers,
was dispersed by the police. There were
many arresis and some persons were in-
jured. There were many cries of :

“Germany is starving us. Down with
Germany !"”

A statement issued by the Vienna po-
lice declares that demonstrators held up
tramways, broke windows and looted
food shops and bakers’ carts. At the
municipal council meeting Herr Neum-
nann, representing the soclalists, de-
nounced the Brest-Litovek peace &s &
g:gg and declared the situation was un-

le.
Cabinet to Resign.

Baron von_ BSeydler, the Austrian
premler, left Vienna at midday today
for Austrian headquarters to submit
the resignation of his cabinet to Em-

eror Charles, says a dispatch to the

xchange Telegraph from Zurich.

Police Fire on Workars.‘

BASEL, Switzerland, June 22.—Dr.
Alexander Wekerle, the premier,
sparking before the Hungarian cham-
ber of deputies yesterday, made a
etatement concerning the industrial
strikes, and referred to the serious
trouble in factories and ¢n railways
and the extenslon of the strikes to
several plants. The premier told how
the workmen in a locomotive works
stoned the police and In return were
|fired upon, four of their number being
killed and nineteen wounded. The
proceedings in the chamber ended in a
sharp exchange between Pregler
Wekerle and Count Karolyl, leader of
the independent party.

Anti-German Feeling Grows.

GENEVA, June 21.—A commercial
traveler who has arrived here direct
from Vienna today informed the As-
goclated Press that there are 100,-
000 men on strike in the Austrian cap-
ital and that there are smalleg strikes
in progress at Laibach, Agram and
Gratz, all mention of which has been
stopped by the censor.

The traveler eaid that anti-German
feeling was growing, especially in
Hungary, where It was assuming a
revolutionary aspect. The feeling was
not aimed directly at the Hapsburg
dynasty, he added, but at the regime
it represented. The traveler eaid he
was convinced that events might be
expected. which would change the
hﬁf of the war in favor of the entente
allies.

Half Rations of Bread.
PARIS, June 21.—A dispatch to the
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Temps from Geneva says the Austrian
government Hap decided to put Vi-
! enna and other large cities on half
‘the bread ration in order to amelo-
rate the conditions in Galicla and Bo-
hemia. These conditions are so bad,
the Temps quotes the Vienna Neue
Frele Presse as saying, that rallroad
and other strikes can only be avert-
ed by such & measure. The Vienna
newspaper - adds that the cities,
though badly off, are still {n better
condition than the country, where
thers is virtually no bread.

Unable to Bupply Potatoes.

A RDAM, June 21.—The Frank-
| furter Zeitung's correspondent at
| Munich telegraphs that Bavarla is
| unable to supply Austria with pota-
toes, Frost has retarded the new
crop and the old atocks must be used
sparingly. ;

Senator Norris to Run Again.

LINCOLN, Neb, June 23.—Uniteq
States Benator George W. Norris, re-
publican, flled a petition with the sec-
retary of state as a candidate for re-
nomination at the Nebraska primary
alpction In August,

from Amsterdam. The reports |

Unconfirmed—Vienna Strike |

tempt has been made on the life |
of Emperor Charles of Austria, |)

l

RUBBER STAMP COMMUNIQUE.

ITE FOR HOUSING
NAVY YARD LABOR

Vacant Land on East Capitol
Street Practically Chosen
for Big Project.

$3,000,000 MAY BE SPENT

The Department of Labor, it Is un-
derstood, has practically decided on
the purchase of vacant land lying be-
tween 17th and 19th, E and East
Capitol streets southeast, as a site
for the erection of housing accom-

modations for navy yard employes. -

_Those in touch’ with the housing
situation here feel that the need for
relief for the navy yard workmen is
even rhore acute at present than the
problem of the clerks in the execu-
tive departments. It is likely that
the Department of Labor will lose no
time in getting started on the ngvy
yard projects,

The navy yard is now employing
more than 5,000 ‘men, and expects to
reach a maximum force of 13,000.
The hundreds who have already been
brought to the yard from other cities

have taken up all available housing
in the southeast.

Small, Permanent Homes.

It is understood that the bulk of the
navy yard projects will consist of
small permanent homes, which can be

rented to the workmen during the
war. After the war mechanics who
expect to remain will be given an op-
portunity to buy the houses.

The housing bureau also has con-
sidered some temporary structures
near the nawy yard for mechanics
without familles, but what decision
has been reached on this question is
not known, It is not likely that more
than $3,000,000 will be spent on navy
yard housing.

The East Capitol street site has an
sdvantage over other vacant tracts In
the southeast, being only one mlile
from the navy yard. The site also is
graded, has streets laid off through It,
curbing set and underground im-
provements installed. It is within a
stone’'s throw of the site of the pro-
posed new Eaatern High Bchool. The
East Capitol sireet car line stops at
16th street, two blocks away.

No Private Enierpri.u.

It is expected that both the mnavy
yard housing and the dormitories for
clerks will be erected by the govern-
ment and not by private concerns on
loans from the government,

The Labor Department had consid-
ered a plan under which the govern-
ment would advance 80 per cent of
the cost of bulilding projects to
private concerns willing to under-
take them. Indlications are that this
plan will not be followed.

The government, however, is con-
sidering making loans to the ¥. M.
C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. to enlarge
their dormitory facilities in W, =
ington. For several months after the
outbreak of the war, when war
workers were flocking to Washing-
ton and the government had not yet
taken up the problem of housing
thesse employes, these two organiza-
tions placed hundreds of newcomers
in privates homes. Even after the
room reglstration office of the Di=s-
trict Council of Defense was estab-
lished the Y. M. C. A, and the Y. W,
C. A. continued to find quarters for
war workers.

The Y. M. C. A. contemplates erect-
ing accommodations for 350 men at
1724 to 1732 G street.

USED FLAG AS APRON;
$50 FINE IS PENALTY

]
Using an old American flag for an
apron cost Gaston O. Willlams, 615 New

Jersey avenue, $50 in Police Court this
morning.

Willlams explalned to the court that
he was doing some painting and was
using the fiag for an apron because he
could not find any old rags. He had
just bought and unfurled a new flag
from his window.

Judge Mullowny was convinced that
he used ths flag in ignorance of the
law and filned him §60 and.two months’
tmprisonment in default of payment of
the fine.

Heads Food Zone Committee.

PHILADELFPHIA, Pa, June 22—
Howard Hpins of Pittsburgh, federal
food adminigtrator for Pennsylvania,
has been elected chairman of the
United Btates Food Administration
committees for Zone No. 9, embracing

Ohlo, Pennsylvan Weast Vir
S dlnte: Dlairict of Cotambin, Mare:

and pad Wars,

*

-war savings stampa,

AMERICAN CASUALTIES
GREATEST IN ONE DAY

Fifty-Three XKilled in Action of
153 Named in List Sent
by Pershing.

The steadily Increasing participa-
tion of American troops in the fight-
ing in France was sharply marked in
today’'s casualty llst. Of the 153 men
named, 53, including three officers,
were killed In actlion, the heaviest
death roll from the battlefleld yet
made public.

Probably no particular action is re-
sponsible for the number of killed.
It I8 an accumulation from the five or
8ix sections of the front where
Americaps are ting, and from
patrol setions, a# well as from larger
opérations, llke the attack yesterday
near Chateau Piserry . to rectily the
lines. Great care is exercised in for-
warding the lists not to reveal the
losses in any particular engagement.

The British take similar precau-
tions, yet their casualty lists last
week passed the 30,000 mark. During

the week, o far as known, the Brit-
ish were Iinvolved in no major opera-
tions except on the Italian front.

A comparison of the American and
British lines, however, in some
measure forms a gauge of the limited
extent to which the United States
has a yet heen able to bring its
power to bear agalnst the German
invaders,

HIGHER RATES REFUSED
ELEPHONE COMPANY

Temporary Relief Not Granted
‘While Issue of Automatic Sys-

tem Is Being Investigated.

Temporary relief te the Chesapeake
and Potomac Telephone Company in
the form of higher rates, pending a
thorough Inquiry into the telephone
situation, will not be granted by the
public utilitles commission.

With the commission preparing to
go into the question of the practica-
bility of the installation of automatic
telephones in the District, the tele-
phone company, it {s understood, has
applied for temporary ralief, to be ef-
fective until the utilitles board thor-
oughly has probed the matter and de-
cilded what permanent relief, if any,
should be granted.

This the commission has refused to
do. The policy of the board is to con-
tinue with its Inquiry as rapidly as
pos=sible, but take no action until the
record is complete.

The commission has annbunced a
hearing for Tuesday, when it is to
confer with experts of the United
States bureau of standards as to the
advisability of installing automatics.
There is some doubt’ however, as to

whether the hearing will be held, as
the government department repre-
sentatives have indicated they may
not be ready to go on the stand at
that time.

Commissloner Brownlow, chalrman
of the commission, was in conference
today with F. A. Wolff, E. B. Ro=a,
B. L. McComer and P. D. Agnew of the
bureau of standards, in regard to
plans for the hearing Tuesday. He
sald it would not be known before
Monday whether the session could be
held.

DENTISTS GIVE AID IN WAR.

North Carolina Society Helps Hos-

pital Unit and Buys W, 8. 8.

WILMINGTON, N. C.,, June 22.—The
North Carolina Dental Society ad-
journed f{ts sixty-fourth convention
at Wrightsville Beach today..

The following officers were elecet-
ed: President, J. N. Johnson, Golds-
boro:; first vice president, B. T. Gal-
lagher, Washington; second vice
president, A. 8. Cromartie, Fayetts-
ville; secretary, W. T. Benson (re-
elected); treasurer, P. M. Morrow,
Burlington, and essayist, D. H. Mc-
Connell, Castonia. Asheville was &se-

lected a® next Yyear's conventiom
city.
The society voted to contribute

500 to buy additional equipment for
ase hospital unit No. 65, and $200
was set aside for the purchase of
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WAR TIDE TURNS
IN ALLIES" FAVOR

Every Reason fOI; Conﬁdénce,
Says British Critic in Dis-
- cussing Situation.

SEA POWER A FACTOR

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, June 22—The necessity
of keeping an eye upon the impor-
tance of sea power in the present
conflict, despite: the close attention
claimed by the land battles, is empha-
sized by Archibald Hurd, ths naval
expert, writing In the Dalily Tele-
graph. S -

“We have Beén apt during the re-
cent offensives on the western front,”
Mr. Hurd writes, “to overlook other
aspects of the war—notably the funda-
mental factor which is sea power.
After a period of  fifteen months,
during which our stréngth in ships
has steadily declined, the downward
tendency has now been definitely ar-
rested. Not only -is’' our sea power
Increasing, but our grip on the en-

emy ls firmer than at any previous
period of the war. :

*“Seven million tons of shipping en-
ter or leave our ports monthly. Each
ship is the target of enemy subma-
rinea, yet there have been days in
the present week when the enemy
has not secured a single ship.

Great Volume of Supplies.

“Twelve months ago we were with
difficulty maintaining one stream of
traffic, namely, that which brought

us food and raw material. Today sup-
plies are flowing through this main
artery in greater volume than a year
ago. At the eame time another strsam
of traffic has started and merchant
shipping has been made available for
the greatest transport movement
which has ever been carried out.

“For thres months past American
troops have beem coming across the
Atlantic by tens of thousands, far
faster than at one time was thought
possible. That means that the balance
between the allles and the central
powers is belng adjusted in favor of
the former.

Réasons fm: Confidence.

“Viewing the war in its various as-
pects—naval, military and economic—
we have every reason for confidence.
The tide 1a distinctly turning, and
turning, let us hope, for the last time.
The submarine menace is being held.
The allied armies are increasing in
relative strength. The food position
of this country, of France and of Italy
is improving, and shipbuilding,both in
British and American yards, is pro-
ceeding at a greatly accelerated paoce.
There is assurance that by the end of
December at least 4,000,000 tons will
have been put into the water here
and in the United States, and that
figure may be considerably exceeded.

Balance of Shipping.

“On_the other hand, the enemy’
sinkings of British and allied tong]a!;':
have been so considerably reduced,
owing to the activities of the allled
navies and the courage and resources
of their merchant seamen, that it is
practically certain thers will be a
hshmnee of shipping on the right side.

In & word, the relative naval, mil-
itary and economic strength of the
allles is steadily inereasing at a mo-
ment when the enemy is feeling the
cumulative effects of the blockade
maintained over a period of nearly
four years with increasing ingency,
and of the war on land, "?hieh not
Bt has dratned the ey, casualties

s ned the ,
industrial wurkers."th Powery ol

.

SPECIAL PRAYER BY PQPE.

For Evils Tormenting Humanity,
on Eve of Bt, Peter's Day.
By the Associnted Pregs,

ROME, June 22.—Pope Benedict XV,
in oftering a special prayer for the
evils tormenting humanity, will de-
scend to the hasilica of 8t. Peter's at
10 o'clock in the evening of June 28,
which is the eve of St. Peter's day.
For two hours the pontiff will kneel

in worship of the holy sacrament.
Immediately after midnight the
Fope will celebrate the special mass
that has been ordered for the Cath-
olic clergy of the whole world “for
the cessation of the evils tormenting
humanity.” Thus the Pope will be the
first to offer divine sacrifice in the
day sacred to the Apostles Peter and
Paul, imploring their intercession

mr}ll.

with the view that justice and peace
may be resteved throughout the
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COMMISSION NEN
ACCLSED OF FRALD
INCAMP SUPPLES

Morris Wittlin and Henry B..
Terrett Arrested and
Give Bond.

SAID TO HAVE CONSPIRED |
WITH MESS SERGEANTS

Charged With Billing More Goods

Than Were Delivered—District |
Attorney Investigating.

Two Washington commission mer- |
chants were arrested shortly before |
noon today, following searching In-
vestigation begun by the United States
district attorney’s office into charges
that local merchants and mess ser-

ts at nearby Army camps have |
been conspiring to defraud the United |
States by submitting bills for more |
goods than were delivered. |

The men under arrest are Morris |
Wittlin, thirty-nine years old, of 338- |
942 Louisiana avenue, and Henry B.|

Terrett, forty-one, of 950 Louisiana |
avenue. Both were charged with vio-)|
lating section 35 of the penal code,
which concerns itself with filing false
vouchers.

They gave bond of $5,000 each and
were released to await action of the
grand jury.

The arrests were made on warrants
sworn out by Detectives Helan and
Weber. hTe warrants recite that the
defendants "“caused to be presented
for payment and approval” a claim
upon the government which, the war-
lrnntu allege, was false and fraudu-
ent.

Although no further arresis are ex-
pected today, it was officially stated
that the district attorney’s office is
conducting a sweeping inquiry to de-
termine if other merchants are in-
volved in alleged illegal practices
with mess sergeants.

Billed More Than Delivery.

It is alleged by the authorities that
the merchants under arrest submitte
for payment bills which contained
more than the authorities say was ac-
tually delivered to the camp.

Some time ago the district attor-
ney's office received information that
mess sergeants were entering into
agreements with merchants to pur-
posely "short-weight” orders belore
delivering them to the camps d
then “split” the value of the suppli
which had heen cut.

District Atterney Laskey instructed
Assistant United States Attorney
Ralph Given at Police Court to in-
' vastigate. It was upon the report of
his inquiry that today's arrests were
made.

The elvil authorities will/ take no
action, it I8 understood, against mess

legal deals. It is expected the mili-
tary authorities will handle that end
of the cases.

Case for Grand Jury.

The information gathered against
Terrett and Wittlin will be presented
to the grand jury by District Attor-
ney Laskey.

In the case of Wittlin the “short
weight” is alleged to have been in
meat. The alleged fraudulent voucher
was presented for payment on June
19 to First Lieut. Frank A. Stein,
56th .Engineers, the warrant recites.
A food supply other than meat, it is
charged, was involved in the case of
Terrett.

Within an hour after their arrest
both Wittlin and Terrett secured their
release on bonds of $5,000 each.

Provisions of Statute.

Section 35 of the penal code, under
which the prosecutione were insti-
tuted, provides that:

“Whoever shall make or cause to be
made, or present or cause to be pre-
sented, for payment or approval, to
or by any person or officer in the
ctvil, military or naval service of the
United Btates, any clalm upon or
against the government of the United
States, or any department thereof,
knowing such claim to be false, fic-
titious or fraudulent:; or whoever, for
the purpose of obtaining or alding to
obtain the payment or approval of
such claim, shall make or use, or cause
to be made or used, any false bill, re-
ceipt, voucher, roll, account, claim,
certificate, affidavit or deposition,
knowing the "same to contain any
fraudulent or fictitious statement or
entry; or whoever shall enter into
any agreement, combination or con-
spiracy to defraud the government of
the United States, or any department
or officer thereof, by obtaining or aid-
ing to obtain the payment or allow-
ance of any false or fraudulent claim;
or whoever having charge, posses-

or other public property used, or to be
used, In the military or naval service,
with intent to defraud the United
States or willfully to congeal such
money or other property, shall deliver
or cause to be delivered, to any per-

than that for which he recelved a cer-
tiflcate or took a receipt; or whoever,
being authorized to make or deliver
any certificate, voucher, receipt or
other paper certifying the receipt of
arms, ammunition, provisions, cloth-
ing or other property so used or to
be used, shall make or deliver the
same to any other person without a
full knowledge of the truth of the
facts stated therein, and with intent
to defraud the United States, shall be
fined not more than $5.000 or im-
prisoned not more than five years, or

both.

“And whoever shall knowingly pur-
chase or receive in pledge for any ob-
ligation or indebtedness from any sol-
dier, officer, sallor or other person
called into or employed In the mili-
tary or naval service, any arms,
equipment, ammunition, clothes, mili-
tary stores or other public property,
whether furnished to the soldier, sail-
or, officer or other person, under a
clothing allowance or otherwise, such
soldier, sallor, officer or other person
not having the lawful right to pledge
or gejl the mame, shall be fined not
more than 3500 and imprisoned not
more than two ’yea.rs.“

Chewing Gum Vendor’s Trial Halt
RALEIGH. N. C., June 22.—Pending
the report of a chemist us to the an-
alysis of chewing gum, which, it is |
alleged, has produced tore throats |
and lliness among children of several |
communities in North {larolina, the
trial of B. W. Pullilam, under arrest

at SBelma for distributing the gum,
has been deferred by the United

sergeants involved In the alleged il-|

slon, custody or control of any money

son having authority to receive
thd same, any amount of such
money or other property gless

ARMY OF 300,000
SENT T0 FRANCE,
SAYS GEN. MARCH

United States Five Months
Ahead of Program for Pro-
viding Fighting Men.

CENTRAL POWERS HELD
AT ALL BATTLE FRONTS

Present Lull in Fighting Regarded
by Chief of Staff as Preliminary
to Another Hun Drive

Ninc hundred thousand men have
been shipped across the scas, Gen.
March told newspaper correspondents
at the weekly conference today. These
include the troops shipped from all
American ports of embarkation.

The United States is today five
months ahead of its program for plae-
ing an army in France, Gen. Mareh
said. :

Viewing the whole situation, inelud-
ing the Italian front, the chief of staff
said that the central powers agmin
{were held on all fronts.

|
| Lull Precedes Storm.

| The present Tull on the western front
means that Germany is refitting her
| combatant divislons and preparing
| for another drive, it was stated, and
{al'ied officers look forward to a re-
| newal and repetition on the western
| front of what ha® been transpiring
In the last few months as far as Ger=
man activities are concerned.

The lack of fighting on the French
front for the last week is alding the
allies to augment their man power.

Single Command a Success.

| One of the most striking thin

|about the recent operations on .

western front is considered to be the
efficient results obtained by having a
single command. Such a command
was advocated at an early stage 4n
i this country’s participation in the war
| by President Wilson, and was carried
‘lhrou;h under his constant pressure.
| It is regarded by officers here as one
| of the most important military things
| done since the United States entered
| the war, 8Such unified command Ts
| thought to have been a German as-
zet, so far as her troops are con-
cerned, of prime importance. iz

High Officers Gratified.

High officers here consider the re-
sults -of the past week's fighting as
most gratifying, first, because of the
success of the Italian defense against
the Austrian drives, and, second, be-
| cause of a lull on the French fronmt,
which has aided the allies in swelling
thelr man power.

Despite their lengthy preparations
and vigorous start, the farthest
point at which the Austrians were
able to penetrate the Italian line was
four miles along a six-mile front in
the region of a railway to Venice.

Around Montello the advance was
| three and a third miles on a nine-mile
| front. In addition to their waliant
| fighting the Italians, it now is clear.
| were helped by flood, which carried
| away thelr bridge positions along the

Plave.

One of the most striking things on
| the western front, the chief of stal
| declared, WHs the supreme im-
portance of a united command. This
was first advocated, he added, by
President Wilson and carried through
under the President’'s constant pres-
sure until unity of command was real-
ized in the appointment of Gen. Foch.
Gen. March regarded that as one of
the greatest single military achieve-
ments of the allies,, which was already
showing its effect in the fighting.

12;000- Marines Included.

American troops In France include
substantial quotas from the Regular
Army, National Guard and National
Army soldiers, and about 12,000 ma-
rines.

So far, when the test has come, re-
gardless - of the character of the
troops, the American fighters have
done well, according to reports Gen.
Pershing has sent from time to time,
It was stated today that the first
division, which also was the firat 1o
land in France, was the unit engaged
at Cantigny, where Maj. Gen. Robert
| Lo Bullard was in command.
| Tt was =tated that the fighting thers
of the Americans was gratifying, be-
cause of the team work of the in-
fantry, field artillery and the staff.
showing that the staff training eof
American officers, which is considered
one of the most important factors
with a modern army, was of high cal-
iber. The 1st Division is a thoroughly
| tralned, high-grade unit, and, so far,
has always “delivered the goods."

Another division which has reached

a high point of proficiency, is the
Rainbow Divislon, under command of
| Maj. Gen. C. P. Menhor.
At Chateau Thierry, though thes
| number of troops engaged is smaM,
machine gun units proved their ef-
| fectiveness. The unit engaged at that
point was part of a brigade command-
ed by Maj. Gen. James G. Harbord.

PANAMA ELECTIONS PUT OFF.

Government Given Time to Correct
Conditions in Two Cities.
PANAMA, June 22.—Presldent Cire
Urriola, who succeeded to the presi-
dency after the death of Dr. Ramon
Valdez on June 2, has issued & decree
deferring for six months the clections
which were set for July. The reason
given for this action is that it will
permit the Panama government to
correct- conditions in the cities of
Colon and Panama and put into oper-
ation regulations requested by  the
American military authorities. A
protest against the suspension eof
electlons has been made to Washing-
"ton by the opposition political party
on the ground that the president's
action s unconstitutional. The
United States is asked to uphold the
Panama consitution In accordance

with the treaty.

The work of abolishing the opium
traffic, restricting the liguor trade and
placing vice under more stringent
regulations is now golng on. 2

Holds Illinois Draft Men Can’t Vote

SPRINGFIELD. T, June 22—
Drafted men will not be entitled te
vote_at the November election under
the provisions of the Illinois military
absent voters' law, passed by the

1

\

Btates commissioner aj BSelma. Fed-
eral authorities are mal ing efforts to
arrest two other men sgpposed to be |

in charge of the wholedqpls distribm-
ll{h.m ; L

fiftieth general assembly, Attorney
General Brundage holds, in an opib;
ion handed to Becretary of State
Louls L, Emerson,

b i




